What Though the Odds

Amazing recovery fueled by the Notre Dame spirit

SHEILAFLYNN

uturmn football weekends provided
anescape for a young Jim Connelly.
On Saturday afternoons. he could
briefly forget about his life in the projects
of a Pennsylvania factory town, his alcoholic
father and his family’s frequent evictions.
He could listen 10 Notre Dame games on the
fadio with his mother, an avid Irish.fan, and
dream of a bright future in a different world.
“My identification with success in life was
all through Notre Bame,” says Connelly, the
co-founder of Integrated Communications
Services and chairman of the company. Al-
though he never played football or even at-
tended Notre Dame, Connelly has achieved
a fevel of success here: his inspirational
novel One More Sunser has been endorsed
by both Lou Holiz and the Rev, Theodore
M. Hesburgh. The success story at the heart
of One More Sunseris not. however, the story
of Connelly’s rise to economic success,
Rather. it is the story of the amazing recovery
of his close friend, Donna Jones, who suffered
a severe head injury in a 1985 accident.
Connelly and Jones, 2 salesperson for
Eastman Kodak, met on a business trip in the
early 1980s. Jones™ ambition and determina-
tion as she climbed the sales ladder at Kodak
impressed Connetly. In her, Connelty saw the
opportunity to repay some debts of his owi.
“Alotof people helped me,” Connelly says
of his own experience as g young
businessperson. “Whenever Lasked them how
T could pay them back. they said, * You H have
the same opportunity to help another person
someday.” ™
After the trip, Conneily and Jones stayed
in touch and, as Jones looked t© Connelly for
business advice, they became good friends as
well as business partners. “Donna was
Kodak’s 13th-ranked salesperson nattonally
when [ met her,” Connelly says. “Together.
we got her 1o No, 1."
But Jones' bright future clouded on April
8, 1985, when she crashed while
snowmobiling in Montana. Three hours
passed before a helicopter amrived at the scene
of the accident, and Jones sank into a +48-day
coma. When she tinally awoke. doctors ex-
pressed little hope for any significant recov-

ery and recommended that Jones be placed
in an institution. Connelly wok it upon him-
selfto visit one such institution and observe
it firsthand. “That was the turning poiat,”
he says. “T could not let any person be put
in there. It's really [a] warehousing of
people.”

Connelly threw himself wholeheartedly
into re-teaching Jones how to live an inde-
pendent, “normal” life, He enlisted doctors.
therapists, friends. family members and neigh-
bars to hetp him rebuiid Jones® life and
confidence. Together. Connelly and
his group of caretakers soon disproved
doctors” predictions that Jones would
never regamn a significant portion of
her damaged faculties. She improved
rapidly. moving into her own Manhat-
tan Beach. Calif. apartment, taking
care of herself., going for walks, shop-
ping and making new friends.

One of those new friends was pub-
licist Pauta Sarcona. Jones encoun-
tered Sarcona while walking on the
beach and quickly befriended her. In
the end. it was Sarcona who stiggested
that Connelly write a baok and who
icted as the driving force behind its
publication,

After deciding that all the rev-
enues from book sales would be
channeled into a trust fund for fones.
work immediately began on the pub-
lication and marketing of the book.
For the forcword. Connelly con-
tacied an old friend: Lou Holtz.
Connelly had been introduced to
Hoitz at the 1968 Notre Dame vs.
USC footbali game, and the two had
become ¢lose friends. Holtz had ex-
pertenced divectly the trauma of medical
crisis when his wife battled cancer. and. af-
ter meeting and speaking with Jones, he
agreed to contribute to the book. " After read-
ing this book. I conldn't possibly say no.”
Holtz writes. "As in our own search for an-
swers. [ feel one of the valable aspects of
this book is that it wiil give all of us a better
understanding of the emotions and concerns
an individual and their family experiences
when they suffer a disability, injury or il-
ness.

More Sunget

Holtz wasnt the only celebrity o endorse
the book. Hesburgh. hockey star Wayne
Gretzsky and the Rev. Edmund P. Joyce
also provided back-cover blurbs of the
work.

Today, Connelly lives in a house on the edge
of the Notre Dame campus with his wife and
nine-year-old daughter, but he and Jones still
speak daily. Every year, on the anniversary of
the accident, they celebrate Jones® life,

Although not completely recovered, Jones

A True Story of Survival through
mitiment, Trist and Love
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by Lou Holtz;,

has made more progress than anyone ever
expected and continues to improve, “learn-
ing, reading, growing, retaining and sharing
new information.”

Once Connelly used the Notre Dame im-
dge as inspiration for his own dreams in life.
He kept that spirit when he helped Jones
stcceed in business, and, moreover, when
he helped her start the road back to recoy-
ery. In One Meore Sunser, Connelly shows
that the spirit of the Irish is not limited to
life under the Golden Dome. a
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