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COMING OBSTACLES

Connelly speatks at annual banquet

i A caid and Ann Johmston, The Pro-
moters are a volunteer organiza-
tion committed to taking positive
. action to make a differ-
ence in the lives of oth-
ers less fortunate.

The story of Connel-
Is's life provided an in-
spiration for anyone
who struggles 10 over-
come abstacies piaced in
their path. He said he
decided when he was 7
to make & better life for
himsetf after he spent &
cold winter evening de-
livering papers for a
] friend. When he went tc

see his friend and to be
paid. the other boy

EAST LIVERPOOL — “It's
not whist happess W Loy, 173 what
you 0 aDOUL it that muliers.” was
the theme stuired with the
audience 3l Sawurdsy #
pight's Tri-State Promot-
ers annual banquet DY
guest speaker Hm Con-
nelly.

i IUwas wmessag
Dpelly pimeed :
This e by, The son ot 2’
. alcoholiw. ubusive Luifer #§
Vin the projects of Turile
Creek. Pu.. he bepanas a
paper boy at wge T and
worked his way through a
: succession of jobs W be-
; come the No 1 pesform- &
i ing insestment banker for £g
; Shearson Lehman. T e~ wouldn't let him In his
* He also has devoted a Former ‘“VESfF-"e“‘ banker Jim _Qonnei!y:p_{ov_ld- house and told him ¢
large portion of his life to ed an Inspiring message of overcoming adver .. 1 an outside win-
the recovery of Donna slty to succeed both 231 business and as a per- j .° The boy ther
son at Saturday night's annual banquet of the threw him a nicke! from

. Jones. a friend for whom
{ e was acting as a mentor Tri-State Promoters. (Photo by Mike McKin- about 10 feet away

before she suffered a se- ney) which Connelly didn’
vere tnjury in a spowmo- ‘ catch. :
biling accident in 1983, “I had made a decision that [ was never going t

~ .Connelly’s message appiied as well to the Tr- be in a position that somebody was flicking a nick
~ Sthte Promoters. an organization founded 36 years et at me and didn’t care whether I got it or not,” h

ago by Elizabeth Carter and educators Ruth Kin- _ . $ee PROMOTERS, Page 2/
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~aid defians.

Hix ambiiing foy Mo get hus
OW R DBRET Fatte a6 10 evenuyj.

I: take on mare routes that h2
subtuntragtad out selling vany.
wands of papers s Sy Bt life g

hame and wm e projects fed o
MiNor svrapes w:h the law, and
Connelly found himseir gamg
the Army- instead of 2OINg 10 uli,

After he reterned home, Con-
Aelly wem to California and land.
ed 3 job as a desk clerk at the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel, the Jow-
el ruAg on the organizationa}
fadder.

“When things aren't going
your way.” Connelly said, “whar
do vou do aboyr it? | had this
ENOMMAYs need to achieve.”

He set about to become the ho-
tel manager. working overtime
for free, 1aking no vacativns and
learning the brsinass, carning the
confidence of management and
even. he said praudiy, cutwork-
ing the owner, In six years, Con-
reliy was, indeed, manager of the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel.

His performance ang the con-
tacts he made in business and en-~
temainment bBrougit him to the at.
tention of Shearson Lehman, who
hired the thea-28 year old as ap
Investrment banker and sent him
) train at the
of Finance,
former. five-
Year high schoo] student and the
first non-coltege graduate hired
by the firm listened to tapes ai
Dight and on the subway and
gtaduated in'‘the class’s fop lper-
cent.

- Connelly then returned to Los
Angeles and quickly became the
producer na-

~ tionwide, Not content, he set his

. vicés with

ent.” he said —

sights on No. 1, He eventually
achieved this position, along with
doing “other thig £s," he told the
audience.

-These other things included
founding a firy cilied Interna-
tional Leadership which provides
training to corporations, begin-
ning another company called In-
tegrated Communications Ser-
his son, and afrer
meeting Lou Holtz several years
220, even became a trustee of the
Loy Holtz/Upper Ohig Valley
Hall of Fame, Connelly lives 1o-
day on the edge of the University
of Notre Dame campus with hiy
wife and daughter,

Coanelly “gor there,” he said,
with “‘passion. good luck aznd
hard work.”

“Itall starts with 4 vision and a
couple of people telieving in you
and a2 work ¢thic and commit.
a3 well as gain.
ing the Tespect of those vou work
for,

But Counelly also moved the
audience with the story of Donpz

ofies, a young carporate sales.
person he wag mentoring wha
sustained a severe head injury in
? smowmobiling cociden: 14

New York Instisute, .
j Admitting thar he |
Was “terrified,” the;

Seds o und spent 2x daysina
AR el wha sdid he
- hendens Cones g odoar friend.

SRS Ms 1o rat o ner
Crsnen deglors and evan
=rtanuly planned to hiave her tn-
“Lonulized. He saia he asked
‘e dovlors o give him a Lear.
ndthes agvised him 1o £1he up
+ter three months o nelping her
~m physieai sherapy,

Lonnelly. however, dpplied his
SR BURINGSS jagic o the siua.
den —~ ~omething bad Aappened,
b said, buz what are we going 1o
< 10 belp Donna ger pettar,

Taday. she lives 4 physically
active [ife and runs, bikes and
SWims. While short-term memo-
¥ problems prevent her frem
working, Connelly said afeer rhe
dinner, this 100 is tmproving.

His work with Jones is chroni-
¢:2d In a book, ~One More Sup.
2l

“The message is never give ug
and don't fisten to anybody,”
Connelly said, “Follgw your
heart. fol{ow your dream, follow
Y7 passion.”

He also preached generosity of
3PHt. Even if someone is 2 mul-
ti-millionaire. he said, “the self-
Ish person is never happy.” To
bick up his words, Connelly, a
past donor to the Tri-State Pro-
maters. dorated $1,000 towarg
the  Promoters* Thanksgiving
dinner.

Frank Dawsop teflected on the
Positive wark over 30 years done .
by tha Tri-State Promoters, “But
it’s important o reflect the key.
word {his organization stands
for.” Pawson said, “and that's
love ™ )

Because of the work done by
Carter and her husband Richard,
“there will always be 1 Point of
Light in the East End of East Liv-
€rpool,” Dawson stated,

Richard and Elizabath offered
their own brief teflections., “If
Yo have some kind of jdea in
mind, never give up on "
Richard Carter said, “You never
see a dead fish going upstream,™

Elizabeth Canter pald tribute to
the many volusteer individuals
and organizations wko by their
time, talents apg donations,
“spoasot” the work of the Pro-
moters. “Everybody is sorme.-
body.” Bifeabeth Carter said,
“Without you, this woulda't have
been suecessful, " :

She recognized many in the ai-
dience, including Efgon. Vop
Raoll Waste Techrologies Indus-
res and Dawsen for thejr sup-
port.

Certificates and gifts were pre.
sented ta volunteers Jean Baxter,
Balty Dorsey and Ifa Horger for
their many contributions over the
years. Also recogmized, but ug.
able to be present, were Marje
Hayes and Lucille Prince.

Colemmainmem was provided by
the Blue Sensation show choir
from  Easy Liverpool High
School, under the direction of
Lisa Ensinger. The group earmed
4 standing ovation for their ac-
camplished and heart-feft rendi- -

NS 0f cnrh talastinne =e 48 pna

the

Candle
8.’:

s !

<TICd” and
Battie Hymn of tne Repub-
<7 al:0 were pivered by Jean-
Nolan Harmon,

T.
i

nelte Calfee ang
The mivecation and benedic-

fon ware aelivered by Rev. Rog
Brire; Lee  Chapel i
Wellaadje,

The esening, held at the Point
of Liznt Cuitural and Entertain-
ment Center, was emceed by
Malreen Arenoff and Gina Gu-
lutz, AronotY reminded the audi-
ence of significant upcamiag
events hosted by the Promoters
— Thanksgzving dinner np Nov.
22 a1 the Boint of Light Center
with meals taken 1o shut-ins. 2 to-
tal expecied 1o pe [.500, she
W with-the same meal service
offered on Christmas, She spoke
of the musie and 2ood manners
tessons offered for children and
the snacks {or children and cloth-
ing for those in nead every day,
A food pantry operates .every
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday.
she said,

“if theres anyway for anyone
to dig a fitrle deeper.™ Aronoff
safd, “our needs are great here at
the Tri-State Promoters.”

Bui the evening Proved that
while the peeds may be great,
there are many cammitted indj-
viduals and erganizations willing
to give of their time, talents and
money to help accomplish the or-
ganization’s goas, - = -1.a

For Elizabeth Carter, 5 woman
of de¢p faith who always says she
believes God wiil provide, there
Is one simple, guiding philosophy
~ “the answer is loye,"

ur
al
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